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Type of activity: individual 

Focus: to practice the use of  passive voice 

Level: elementary (A2), pre–intermediate (B1) 

Time: 20-25  minutes

Preparation: 

1. Photocopy the test.

Procedure: 

1. Revise the use of passive voice. 
2. Set the time limit.

Extension / Follow-up:  Students give their own examples. 

KEY
CHANGE INTO PASSIVE

Present simple

1. I often buy a newspaper. A newspaper is often bought by me.

2. They tidy their house once a week. Their house is tidied once a week.

3. Susan vacuums the carpets every day. The carpets are vacuumed every day.

4. She watches the news every evening. The news is watched every evening by her.

5. They water the flowers every Wednesday. The flowers are watered every Wednesday. 

Present Continuous

1. She is eating a hamburger right now. A hamburger is being eaten now.
2. They are playing football at the moment. Football is being played now.
3. Kelly is not washing the dishes. The dishes are not being washed. 
4. Tom is planting some trees.  Some trees are being planted. 
5. We are painting the room. The room is being painted.
Past Simple

1. He won 3 gold medals. Three gold medals were won by him.
2. They buried gold in their garden. Some gold was buried in the garden.
3. A dog brought a bone. A bone was brought by a dog.
4. A postman delivered two parcels. Two parcels were delivered. 
5. Columbus discovered America. America was discovered by Columbus. 
Past Continuous

1. She was not knitting a sweater. A sweater was being knitted.
2. Tom was cutting the vegetables. The vegetables were being cut. 
3. Tom was overhearing a conversation. A conversation was being overheard by Tom.
4. Pat was not stealing sweets. The sweets were not being stolen by Pat.
5. The policemen were chasing the burglar. The burglars were being chased by policemen. 
Present Perfect

1. Kate has ironed the clothes. The clothes have been ironed.
2. Peter has not delivered the letters. The letters have not been delivered.
3. They have paid their bills. Their bills have not been paid. 
4. Mary has cleaned the window. The window has not been cleaned. 
5. Susan has not painted a painting. A painting has not peen painted by her. 
Present Perfect Continuous

1. I have been mopping the floor. The floor has been mopped.
2. Tom has been repairing his car. His car has been repaired.
3. They have been preparing supper. Supper has been prepared. 
Past Perfect

1. I had called the police.  The police had been called.
2. They had found him guilty. He had been found guilty.
3. She had bought a new sofa. A new sofa had been bought by her. 
WILL – future simple

1. I will visit uncle Tom. Uncle Tom will be visited by me. 
2. Kate will not buy this house. This house will not be bought by Kate.
3. Pam will not send the letter. This letter will not be sent.
4. Peter will call me later. I will be called later. 
5. They will sell their car. Their car will be sold. 
TO BE GOING TO

1. He is going to bring me some strawberries. Some strawberries are going to be brought to me by him.  
2. They are not going to read this article. This article is not going to be read by them. 
3. She is going to set up her own business. Her own business is going to be set up.  
4. Mom is going to cut my hair.  My hair is going to be cut. 
5. They are going to book a flight. A flight is going to be booked. 
MODAL VERBS

1. She must feed the dog. The dog must be fed.
2. He should take out the trash. The trash should be taken out. 
3. We ought to return the books. The book ought to be returned. 
